Where appropriate, the text has been updated. The writing remains simple, clear and concise and there are numerous useful illustrations.
; 245 x 170. This book is a collection of 13 topics of major interest to the paediatric anaesthetist, each contributed by an acknowledged expert in the field. It thus sets out to complement the recent influx of general textbooks on paediatric anaesthesia.
There are two broad sections, one on basic considerations and the other dealing with practical clinical applications in anaesthesia and acute care. The editor commences with a brief but comprehensive discussion of the psychological aspects of paediatric anaesthesia. This is followed by discussion of inhalational agents; neuromuscular transmission; fluid therapy; circuits; and monitoring. All topics are covered in depth and are well presented, although I would have preferred some discussion of energy requirements in the section on fluids. The discussion of circuits is excellent (apart from the confusing inclusion of the Mapleson A as a "T-piece") and I would recommend this chapter to all who use the Jackson-Rees or Bain circuits.
The topics covered in the second section are also very thorough yet readable reviews, especially those relating to cardiovascular anaesthesia and endocrine disease. Other topics covered are ENT and endoscopy, upper airway obstruction, the premature infant and postoperative care. Each chapter includes a comprehensive bibliography.
Unfortunately the high standard of the book is let down by the sketchy chapter on neuroanaesthesia, which omits, among numerous other things, mention of end-tidal CO 2 monitoring.
With two exceptions, the authors are from North America and thus many of the quantity units are not SI and conversions are not included. Also there is a tendency towards the use of abbreviations such as SDC for succinylcholine and AB for acute epiglottis.
These are confusing because they are uncommon and are used inconsistently.
There are a few printing errors suggesting greater care should have been taken with proof reading. Also the statement (p. 306) that sodium requirements in the premature infant are 2-4 meq/1I24 hr is incorrect.
Despite the criticisms, I believe that the book achieves its aim admirably and I would strongly recommend it to all anaesthetists with a paediatric interest. In the first chapter, Resuscitation -An Overview, the editor aims to place in perspective some of the new developments in Advanced Cardiac Life Support and Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation. Subsequent chapters, written by a wide group of authors, cover topics which include Sudden Cardiac Arrest in the Community, the New C.P.R., Newer Concepts in the Management of Ventricular Fibrillation, Pharmacology of C.P.R., the Current Statistics of Brain Resuscitation, and Determinants of Survival in Cardiac Arrest.
There is a chapter on Paediatric Resuscitation for the Non-Paediatrician and the final two chapters deal with Resuscitation of the Trauma Patient and the Current Statistics of Open Chest Procedures.
The book is very easy to read, relatively short, and does achieve one of its objectives -namely, to bridge the gap between research and daily practice and one can assume from the variety of authors and their locations across the American continent, that the conclusions presented in this volume are a reasonable summary of the state of the art in the U.S.A. in the early 1980s. Certain chapters are, however, more fundamental in content than others -basic techniques for establishing and maintaining a clear airway and their relative merits receives much discussion. Certainly, the superiority of head extension and jaw thrust for airway management is well accepted in this country and has been for some time.
In some chapters, the editing and typesetting are somewhat variable, so that the chapter Resuscitation of the Trauma Patient, whilst excellent in content, is somewhat confusing to read at the outset. I could not agree with all points of view expressed. Neither I, nor any of my anaesthetic colleagues, when asked, would
